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Opening illustration: Father Christmas 

 

“’Peter, Adam’s Son,” said Father Christmas.’  

‘Here, Sir,” said Peter. 

‘These are your presents,’ was the answer, “and they are tools not toys. The time to use 

them is perhaps near at hand. Bear them well.’ With these words he handed to Peter a 

shield and a sword. The shield was the colour of silver and across it there ramped a red 

lion, as bright as a ripe strawberry at the moment when you pick it. The hilt of the sword 

was of gold and it had a sheath and a sword belt and everything it needed, and it was just 

the right size and weight for Peter to use. Peter was silent and solemn as he received these 

gifts for he felt they were a very serious kind of present.”  

 

– Excerpted from The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, Chapter 10, “The Spell 

Begins to Break”  

 

Lesson Summary 

 

“The essence of the Christian religion consists in this, that the creation of the Father, 

devastated by sin, is restored in the death of the Son of God, and recreated by the Holy 

Spirit into the kingdom of God.” Herman Bavinck 

 

When God created you, he made you in his image with a purpose. The sin nature in you 

is always dragging you away from that purpose, but you have the Holy Spirit to keep you 

on mission. Christ, through the Holy Spirit, has also gifted you for Kingdom work by 

giving you desires, abilities, and opportunities that are intended for the mission of God 

for his Church and the world. Your personal mission is to answer that call to do Kingdom 

work with your God-given desires, abilities, and opportunities. 

 

Basis: The Doctrines of Creation, Ascension, & the Holy Spirit 

 

Just before Jesus ascended, he gave the Great Commission, which puts every person in 

the Church on a mission. But the doctrine of the Ascension is not about Jesus leaving his 

people. It’s about him giving his Spirit to his people so that he actually continues to be 

with them. The doctrine of the Ascension must include Christ giving the gift of the Spirit 

to his people and giving gifts to his church as well as to every saint in his Church. 

 

Scripture 

 

Acts 1:3-5, 6-9 

He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them 

during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait 

for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized 
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with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore 

the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that 

the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said these things, as they were 

looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. (bolded italics for 

emphasis throughout) 

 

Discussion: 

 

What were the disciples hoping for in verse 6 and what did they get instead? 

What does the Holy Spirit do for God’s people in this passage? 

What mission are God’s people given in this passage? 

 

Eph. 4:7-8, 11-16 

7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift. 

8 Therefore it says, “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives,G and he gave 

gifts to men.” [a quotation of Psalm 69:] … 11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, 

the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of 

ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith 

and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the 

stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and 

fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by 

craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up 

in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined 

and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working 

properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.  

Discussion: 

 

What does “grace” mean in verse 7? 

Who is getting grace and gifts from Christ in verse 7?  

Who does verse 8 say God equips? 

What is his purpose of equipping them? 

 

Romans 12:1-8 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2  Do not 

be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 

testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more 

highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the 

measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members, 

and the members do not all have the same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body 
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in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6 Having gifts that differ according 

to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if 

service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in 

his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the 

one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 

 

1 Peter 4:9-11 

Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 As each has received a gift, use it 

to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one 

who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God 

supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him 

belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

Discussion: 

 

From Romans 12:1, what is “spiritual” service? 

What do you get from Peter’s statement in verse 10 that God’s grace is “varied?”  

Are these complete lists of all spiritual gifts? 

 

Missional Living as Renewed Humanity 

 

Illustration— Jason Bourne 

 

• Government assassin doing disreputable and questionable work for a corrupt 

agency 

• Gets amnesia through an accident 

• Wakes and regains his innocence 

• Uses his same old skills with new applications 

• Personal mission: expose the corrupt government agency he used to serve so that 

it can be brought to justice 

 

Col. 3:1-4. 9-11, 17, 23-24 

3 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ 

is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on 

things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory…. 9 

Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices 

10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image 

of its creator. 11 Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, 

barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all…17 And whatever you do, in 

word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 

Father through him…23 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for 

men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You 

are serving the Lord Christ. 
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What does “missional” mean in the phrase “missional living?” 

What lines in this passage argue for a missional Christian life? 

Is missional living only for gospel ministry? 

What lines of work may a Christian live a “missional” life? 

 

Genesis 1:1-3 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form 

and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering 

over the face of the waters.  

 

Psalm 8:1, 3-9 

O Lord, our Lord,G    how majestic is your name in all the earth! GYou have set your 

glory above the heavens… 

3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,G the moon and the stars, which 

you have set in place, 

4 what is man that you are mindful of him,G and the son of man that you care for him? 

5 Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings' and crowned him 

with glory and honor. 

6 You have given him dominion over the works of your hands;' you have put all 

things under his feet, 

7 all sheep and oxen,G and also the beasts of the field, 

8 the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea,G whatever passes along the paths of 

the seas. 

9 O Lord, our Lord,G how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 

Discussion: 

 

In what sense was the creation of the world “Spiritual?” 

How does God feel toward his creation? 

What has he appointed man to do for his creation? 

 

Exodus 31:1-11 

The Lord said to Moses, 2 “See, I have called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, 

of the tribe of Judah, 3 and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with ability and 

intelligence, with knowledge and all craftsmanship, 4 to devise artistic designs, to work 

in gold, silver, and bronze, 5 in cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, to work 

in every craft. 6 And behold, I have appointed with him Oholiab, the son of Ahisamach, 

of the tribe of Dan. And I have given to all able men ability, that they may make all that I 

have commanded you: 7  the tent of meeting, and the ark of the testimony, and the mercy 

seat that is on it, and all the furnishings of the tent, 8  the table and its utensils, and the 

pure lampstand with all its utensils, and the altar of incense, 9 and the altar of burnt 

offering with all its utensils, and the basin and its stand, 10 and the finely worked 

garments,[a] the holy garments for Aaron the priest and the garments of his sons, for their 

service as priests, 11 and the anointing oil and the fragrant incense for the Holy Place. 

According to all that I have commanded you, they shall do.” (bolded italics for emphasis) 
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Discussion: 

 

What did the Holy Spirit fill Bezalel to do? 

What makes a gift “spiritual?” 

What kinds of work may be considered “spiritual?” 

What makes work “Spiritual?” 

 

 


