
RISK IS RIGHT:  FOLLOWING JESUS JUST MIGHT COST YOU YOUR LIFE 

 

I. FINDING GOD’S WILL SO FAR 

 

A. DEMYSTIFY GOD’S WILL—LIBERATION 

1. God’s will is not an endless maze of dead ends with only one way out 

2. God’s will is not a bulls-eye target with only one center shot 

3. God has a plan for my life but not one I have to know completely beforehand 

B. LIVE TO CHRIST, DIE TO SELF—Be more concerned with who you are than what you do.  God’s will for 

our lives:  I Thess. 4.3, 5.16-18, Col. 1.9, Eph. 5.17-20, Matt. 22.34-40.  So, when you make a decision, ask is 

this Biblical?  Is this good for my sanctification?  Is it beneficial?  Will it help me to love God with my 

whole being?  Will it help me to rejoice and cause me to pray?  95% of our decisions will be made off the 

cuff so to speak without much thought or reflection—this is why character is important.  “Out of the heart 

the mouth speaks (Luke 6.45).” 

 

II. IS IT RISKY TO FIND GOD’S WILL? 

 

A. IS RISK CENTRAL TO LIFE?  HAS GOD BUILT THE UNIVERSE LIKE THAT? 

B. WHAT DO WE HAVE IN OUR LIVES/CULTURE THAT MITIGATE AGAINST RISK?  GOOD OR BAD? 

C. BIBLICAL RISK—IT IS GOD’S WILL THAT WE NOT KNOW THE FUTURE—DOMESTICATED JESUS? 

 

 
 

I Chronicles 19.10-13:  When Joab saw that the battle was set against him both in front and in the rear, he chose some of the 

best men of Israel and arrayed them against the Syrians.  The rest of his men he put in the charge of Abishai his brother, and 

they were arrayed against the Ammonites.  And he said, “If the Syrians are too strong for me, then you shall help me, but if 

the Ammonites are too strong for you, then I will help you.  Be strong, and let us use our strength for our people and for the 

cities of our God, and may the LORD do what seems good to him. 

 

James 4.13-15:  Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year there 

and trade and make a profit”—  yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that 

appears for a little time and then vanishes.  Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” 

 

God Loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life! 



Esther 4.15-16:  Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and do not eat or drink for three 

days, night or day. I and my young women will also fast as you do. Then I will go to the king, though it is against the law, and 

if I perish, I perish. 

 

Daniel 3.16-18:  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to 

answer you in this matter.  If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he 

will deliver us out of your hand, O king.  But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship 

the golden image that you have set up. 

 

Acts 16.6-10:  And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak 

the word in Asia.  And when they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not 

allow them.  So, passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas.  And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia 

was standing there, urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”  

 

Acts 21.10-14:  While we were staying for many days, a prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. And coming to us, 

he took Paul's belt and bound his own feet and hands and said, “Thus says the Holy Spirit, ‘This is how the Jews at Jerusalem 

will bind the man who owns this belt and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.’”  When we heard this, we and the 

people there urged him not to go up to Jerusalem. Then Paul answered, “What are you doing, weeping and breaking my 

heart? For I am ready not only to be imprisoned but even to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.”  And since he 

would not be persuaded, we ceased and said, “Let the will of the Lord be done.” 

 

Therefore, risk is woven into the fabric of our finite lives.  We cannot avoid risk even if we want to.  Ignorance and 

uncertainty about tomorrow is our native air.  All of our plans for tomorrow’s activities can be shattered by a thousand 

unknowns whether we stay at home under the covers or ride the freeways.  One of my aims is to explode the myth of safety 

and to somehow deliver you from the enchantment of security, because it’s a mirage.  It doesn’t exist.  Every direction you 

turn there are unknowns and things beyond your control.  The tragic hypocrisy is that the enchantment of security lets us 

take risks every day for ourselves but paralyzes us from taking risks for others. (John Piper) 

 

III.  RISK AND OUR LIVES 

 

A.  OBEDIENCE IS RISK—Why would God build such risk into the universe?  God built it in b/c he considers 

it essential to following Him.  One of the things that makes God God and us not God is that He knows the 

future perfectly (Isaiah 41.23, 42.8-9, 44.6-8, 45.21, 46.8-11, 48.3).  We must walk by faith and not by sight 

(2 Cor. 5.7).  Salvation cannot be a means of safety but rather an ultimate safety that allows us to really risk. 

B. JESUS CANNOT BE TAMED BUT CAN BE TRUSTED.  Matthew 6.25-34 

C. WHAT RISKS IS JESUS CALLING US TO TAKE? 

D. RISK IS RELATIONAL—Question asked about wanting to know God’s will and how it relates to our 

relationship with Him.  3 Specific situations: 

1. Relationship with wife—relationship cannot exist without risk 

2. Neighbor experiencing tragedy—what does the Bible say? 

3. Sharing something sacred 

4. It is in these places that we find God’s will most profoundly, where we actually know His desire 

in the situation and are able to measure God’s desire against our own, His will against our 

selfishness, desires, and actions.  This is where we will learn to trust, to pray, and to find God’s 

face in a million situations. 

E. RISK AND INCARNATION—Ultimately, we look to Jesus for power to do this.  His incarnation is the 

ultimate model for us, not  that he risked failure in God’s ultimate providence (we don’t actually risk that 

either), but that he was willing to give Himself, to open Himself to our pain, to put aside His glory for our 

humility, to give up His riches for our poverty, to lose His safety for our messiness, and to give His life for 

our death.  When we are truly broken and moved by the person and work of Jesus, true change will come.  

Ex. Jude’s bedtime story—hear it like a child. 


