


We are like men on ships in the middle of the night making our way 
through a storm trusting only in the best opinions of men until we hear a 
still more sure word from God.

--Plato



You cannot get second things by putting them first; you can get second 

things only by putting first things first.”

--C.S. Lewis in God in the Dock



Most people think that the human dilemma is that our lives are out of 
adjustment; that we don't meet God’s expectations. Salvation then 
becomes a matter of rearranging our priorities and adjusting our lifestyle 
to correspond with God’s will. In its crassest form, this error leads people 
to think they earn their own salvation. More often in evangelical circles, 
the error has a more subtle disguise: armed with forgiveness through 
Jesus, people are urged to practice the techniques and principles Christ 
gave to bring their lifestyle back into line.

--Harold Senkbeil in “Justified: Modern Reformation Essays on the 
Doctrine of Justification”



It is certainly true that our sinful lives are out of adjustment. We are all in 
need of the Spirit’s sanctifying power. But that comes only after our real 
problem is solved. Sins are just the symptom; our real dilemma is death.

--Senkbeil in “Justified: Modern Reformation Essays on the 
Doctrine of Justification”



God’s warning to Adam and Eve in the Garden: “…when you eat of the tree 

of the *knowledge of good and evil+ you will surely die.” (Genesis 2:17)

“The wages of sin is death.” (Romans 6:23)

“In Adam all die…” (1Corinthians 15:22)

“You were dead in your transgressions and sins…” (Ephesians 2:1)



As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you 
used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of 
the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are 
disobedient.  All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the 
cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, 
we were by nature deserving of wrath. But because of his great love for 
us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we 
were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And God 
raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in 
Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the 
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ 
Jesus.  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is 
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—

Ephesians 2:1-8



Natural men are held in the hand of God, over the pit of hell; they have 
deserved the fiery pit, and are already sentenced to it; and God is 
dreadfully provoked, his anger is as great towards them as to those that 
are actually suffering the executions of the fierceness of his wrath in hell, 
and they have done nothing in the least to appease or abate that anger, 
neither is God in the least bound by any promise to hold them up one 
moment; the devil is waiting for them, hell is gaping for them, the flames 
gather and flash about them, and would fain lay hold on them, and 
swallow them up; the fire pent up in their own hearts is struggling to 
break out: and they have no interest in any Mediator, there are no means 
within reach that can be any security to them. In short, they have no 
refuge, nothing to take hold of; all that preserves them every moment is 
the mere arbitrary will, and uncovenanted, unobliged forbearance of an 
incensed God. -- Jonathan Edwards “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry 
God”





Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God 
requires?” Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to 
believe in the one he has sent.”

John 6:28-29



Our Heavenly Father attaches no strings to His love. His love for us doesn’t 
depend on our love for others. Our relationship with the Father was 
established long ago, in the body and blood of His Son. Jesus Christ erased 
all our sins and shouldered all our sorrows. Already now we have a solid 
relationship with our heavenly Father; there’s no need to fret about it. 
That relationship doesn’t depend on our love for Him, but on His love for 
us. It hinges on the Gospel of God, not the Law of God…Again, the Old 
Adam betrays us. Our sinful nature would much rather hear Law than 
Gospel. The sinful nature is a seasoned do-it-yourselfer. We’d rather know 
what we should do, yet God insists on telling us who we are. The best way 
to tell you what to do as a Christian is to tell you who you are in Christ. The 
sinful nature likes to think it can earn (and keep) God’s favor. Our Old 
Adam prefers to base security with God the Father on His Law rather than 
His Gospel. 

--Harold Senkbeil in Dying to Live The Power of Forgiveness



What would things look like if Satan really took control of a city? Over half 
a century ago, Presbyterian minister Donald Grey Barnhouse offered his 
own scenario in his weekly sermon that was also broadcast nationwide on 
CBS radio. Barnhouse speculated that if Satan took over Philadelphia (the 
city where Barnhouse pastored), all of the bars would be closed, 
pornography banished, and pristine streets would be filled with tidy 
pedestrians who smiled at each other. There would be no swearing. The 
children would say, “Yes, sir” and “No ma’am,” and the churches would be 
full every Sunday…in churches where Christ is not preached.

--Michael Horton in Christless Christianity



“Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him 
five hundred denarii,[a] and the other fifty.  Neither of them had 
the money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now 
which of them will love him more?” Simon replied, “I suppose the 
one who had the bigger debt forgiven.” “You have judged 
correctly,” Jesus said. Then he turned toward the woman and said 
to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did 
not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her 
tears and wiped them with her hair.  You did not give me a kiss, but 
this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my 
feet.  You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume 
on my feet.  Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been 
forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever has been 
forgiven little loves little.”
Luke 7:41-47


