
10 THINGS YOU WISH JESUS NEVER SAID:  GTCC SERIES BY JEREMY BEDENBAUGH 
WEEK 4:  EVEN I DON’T KNOW EVERYTHING! 

 
I. WAS JESUS REALLY GOD? 

 
“But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father 
only (Matthew 24.36).” 
 
Is Jesus God or Man?  How do you know?  Is he more God or more man?  What impression do you get 
when you read the Gospels?  Where do you get the idea that He is human and where do you get the idea that 
He is divine?  Name some passages.  Why does it matter?  Is it really that big of a deal whether Jesus was, 
God, man, or some amalgamation of God and man?  Why? 
 
Eugene Peterson's quote:  “By and large, through the centuries, we’ve had a harder time taking seriously the 
human elements of the story than the divine.  It’s been easier to believe that Jesus was God than that Jesus 
was human.”  Evaluate. 

Q. 21. Who is the Redeemer of God’s elect? 
A. The only Redeemer of God’s elect is the Lord Jesus Christ, who, being the eternal Son of God, became 
man, and so was, and continueth to be, God and man in two distinct natures, and one person, forever. 

Q. 22. How did Christ, being the Son of God, become man? 
A. Christ, the Son of God, became man, by taking to himself a true body, and a reasonable soul, being 
conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of the virgin Mary, and born of her, yet without sin 

A Sampling of Synoptic Transcendence passages:  Matthew 17.1-8 (Transfiguration), Matthew 24.36 
(Heavenly Hierarchy), Luke 10.18-20, 22.31-32 (Heavenly Council),  Mark 1.24, 3.11 (recognized by demons), 
Mark 3.31 (election), Matthew 11.27 (Jesus’ knowledge of the Father and sole ability to reveal Him), Mark 
2.1-12, Luke 7.49 (Jesus’ authority to forgive), Matthew 14.33, 28.17, John 5.23 (Receives worship), Mark 
14.63-64 (Jesus accused of blasphemy by his contemporaries, i.e. they recognized His claim to be God), Mark 
4.35-41 (compared with Ps. 107 and His authority over nature), Matthew 12.25 compared with Ps. 94.11 
(Jesus’ knowledge of the heart), Mark 1.38, Luke 4.43, Matthew 5.17, Luke 19.10 (a few of the “I have come” 
purpose statements). 

II. WHAT DOES THE “INCARNATION” REALLY MEAN? 
 
Philippians 2.6-11:  [Jesus] who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing 
to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.  
And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross.  Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.   
 

What “rights” did Jesus have as one equal with God?  How often do we think about God’s rights? 
 

What did Jesus do in the incarnation?  New word:  Kenosis, from the Greek for empty, make nothing. 

1. He took the form of a servant (parallel with “form of God”).  For all of eternity He had been a Son, 
but now He was a servant, bound under the law and with dire consequences if he failed.  He had no 
place to lay His head, but He never built Himself a house; He was thirsty but provided Himself no 
drink; He was assaulted by the powers of hell but did not call on legions of angels 



2. He assumed a public image that was entirely human—this is how people saw Him.  He was utterly 
ordinary to begin but then He was also poor, deserted, stripped, and killed as the most heinous 
criminal.   

3. He was willing to die.  He could have lived a perfect life and then been whisked into the clouds, but 
He moved willingly toward death, “deciding not to be its master but its victim.”  “He experiences 
death unmitigated and unqualified:  death with the sting; a death without light, comfort or 
encouragement.  The long, long journey from Caesarea Philippi to Calvary was a journey into a black 
hole involving not only physical and emotional pain but a spiritual desertion beyond our imagining.  
In his agony, he would cry and not be heard.  He would lose all sense of his divine Sonship.  He 
would lose all sense of His Father’s love.  Into that tiny space (his body, outside Jerusalem) and into 
that fraction of time (ninth hour on Good Friday) God gathered the sin of the world; and there and 
then, in the flesh of His own Son, he condemned it (Rom. 8.3).  On that cross, at its darkest point, 
the Son knew himself only as sin and His Father only as its avenger.  Here was a singularity.  The 
Logos, the ground of all law, became lawlessness, speechless in a darkness beyond reason.  He so 
renounced His rights that He died; and He so made Himself nothing that He died that death.” (Don 
Macleod)  “He committed Himself to Him who judges justly (I Peter 2.23).” 

How do we live the incarnation? 
 
Philippians 2.1-5:  So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in 
the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, 
being in full accord and of one mind.  Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves.  Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 
others.  Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus. 
 

1. Have the mind of Christ 
2. Live as if your reputation/status does not matter.  (See Phil. 2.10-11, Romans 8.19) 
3. Live as if your financial situation and your possessions did not matter.  (Luke 18.25-30) 
4. Remove comfort and security from your wall of idols.  Add the necessity of risk.  Trust it to God (I 

Peter 2.23) 
5. Use the resources at your disposal to serve through love and in humility. 

 
III. THE NICENE CREED—CLOSING IN CONFESSION 

 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds; God 
of God, Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made. 
 
Who, for us men and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was 
buried; and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the 
right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge the quick and the dead; whose 
kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  


