
GOD AT WORK SERIES REVIEW 

 

CREATION                 FALL                 REDEMPTION                CONSUMMATION 

 

In God‟s economy there is NO such thing as a division between the sacred and the secular.  No lawful work has a spiritual 

upper-hand over any other lawful work (Col. 3.17-24).  The pyramid of spiritual work with missionaries and pastors on top 

is an unbiblical division.  As long as we maintain this dichotomy, at least four things will be true: 

 

1. Faith and life will not intersect and integrate; rather faith will remain some separate realm of “values” and 

emotions instead of the context from which we live all of life 

2. Christians will withdraw from the market place or operate in the market place with a purely secular and 

unconsecrated view of their job. 

3. Christians will have a withered work ethic that will not image their Working Creator, not honor Him, and not 

serve the world 

4. Christians will be frustrated with their faith from Monday-Saturday—drained of meaning 

 

I. WORK AS WORSHIP—Our Work reflects the image of Our God who is a worker.  We work to glorify Him and serve others. 

 

God works hard—this is a RADICAL concept.  We see that He is a gardener who plants, that He fashions Adam (2.7) and 

Eve (2.21-22).  Psalm 19 calls His work „handiwork,‟ noting the craftsmanship of God.  Psalm 8.3 pictures the heavens as 

the work of God‟s fingers.  God neither slumbers nor sleeps but is always at work protecting His people (Ps. 121).  Psalm 

104 describes God as a gardener who nurtures and waters plants.  In Psalm 107, God is known for “His wonderful works 

to the sons of men.”  Moreover, Scripture likens God to a metalworker, potter, garment-maker, a merciful and comforting 

mother (Is. 66.13), composer, performer, gardener, farmer, shepherd, and builder.  Jesus too is a worker, a carpenter and a 

doer of God‟s work (John 4.34, 5.17, 9.4). This brings inherent dignity to the task of work. 

 

Primary Ways that our work reflects our Worker God (Gen. 2.2, Psalm 8.3, 19.1, Jn. 5.17): 

 

1. Vision—God envisions and plans His creation then executes on that vision 

2. Order—God separates night and day, land and water, etc. to bring wonderful order 

3. Creativity—Creation is varied and wonderful not dry and drab.  This is the basis for our creativity. 

4. Excellence—Everything God makes is called good. Hard work done well reflects God‟s work. 

5. Beauty—God is an artist and the universe His canvas.  The beauty we draw out reflects this. 

6. Value—We offer something of value to employers, clients, customers we are like God 

7. Character—His work reflects His character and our work should reflect His goodness and mercy. 

8. Purpose—God‟s work has purpose and meaning.  We must labor with God-given purpose. 

 

Scriptures:  Genesis 1-2; Psalm 90.16-17; Matthew 22.36-40; Colossians 3.17-24; I Corinthians 10.31; Romans 11.36 

 

II. WORK AS CALLING—Our Work is calling from God, not just a job—In Christ it has purpose, joy, direction, and 

motivation.  Pastors and missionaries are not the only “called” ones.  

 
Calling is God‟s personal address and it is NOW, not simply a future hope.  Discerning your calling (NAGS):   
 

1. Need—Is there a need in the world to be filled?   Are we of service to neighbor and world? 
2. Aptitude—Do you have the abilities to qualify?  Are your gifts being maximized? 
3. Gifting—How has God made you and what desires has He given you that fit here? 
4. Success—Success a sign that you are in the proper calling.  Do people ask you to do that again? 

 
Scriptures:  Exodus 31.1-6, I Corinthians 7.17-24 



III. WORK AS OPPRESSION—The Fall brings frustration of thorns and thistles to our work, which spread across the globe. 

 

After the fall, Work is: 

1. Changed—no longer yields, subject to Frustration, Futility, Failure, and False Starts 

2. Abused—Overwork, underwork, oppression of others, alienation, stripping of creation 

3. A Battle—“Thorns, thistles, pain, and sweat” mark our efforts to work. 

 

Oppression, Injustice, Frustration, and Failure in our work drive us to: 

1. Pray—comes from poverty of spirit more than self-discipline, coming to the end of ourselves 

2. Faith that God is present despite circumstances 

3. Hope in God‟s purposes and in the ultimate redemption/restoration wrought by Christ.  God is overwriting the 4 

F‟s with the 4 R‟s:  Redemption, Renewal, Restoration, Reconciliation.   

 

Scriptures:  Genesis 3.15ff, 39, 50.20; I Corinthians 3.9-15, 15.57-58 

 

IV. WORK AS MISSION—The mission of our work is to participate in and cooperate with God in His mission to restore all things 

by reconciling them to Himself.  God is taking the best of our work and catching it up into His purposes.  One day it too will 

experience salvation and resurrection so that it becomes literally the furniture of heaven. 

 

Wendell Berry:  It is impossible to see how good work might be accomplished by people who think that our life in this 

world either signifies nothing or has only negative significance. 

 

Scriptures:  Isaiah 60.6-13; I Corinthians 3.9-15, 15.57-58; Revelation 21-22 

 

V. WORK AS IDOLATRY—Our work becomes idolatrous when we take it and substitute it for God, when we seek from it what 

only God can give and when we give to it what only God should receive.   

 
1. Idolization of work is rooted in the search for significance (Eccl. 2.19, 22) 
2. Idolization of work feeds on envy (Eccl. 4.4, 5.8-11) 
3. Idolization of work leads to isolation (Eccl. 4.8)  
4. Idolization of work brings burnout (Ps. 127.1-2, Eccl. 2.23) 

 
This idolatry is only broken when we know we don‟t have to “work” for God‟s approval.  Our justification is the basis and 
foundation of security from which we can labor diligently, not expecting our work to be our ultimate fulfillment.  In Christ, 
the beloved are given rest again (Ps. 127), the labors can take off their loads again (Matthew 11), the strivers can know it is 
finished (John 19), the burned out idolaters can get enjoyment again (Eccl. 2), and the self-justifiers can receive satisfaction. 
 
There is something fundamental, real, and ultimate that our work can never provide and without which our work will never 
be meaningful or satisfying.  The only way to get it is to trust in the work of another, to rest in good work well done by 
Christ, to know that the real work, the heavy lifting has already been done for you.  This becomes the foundation from 
which we work, the foundation that provides the joy of knowing before the fight rather than by the fight that I‟m not a 
bum, of knowing before the race not by the race that my existence is justified, of knowing that before the music not by the 
music I am loved, interesting, and have nothing to prove.  The real work has been done, it has been finished; God Himself 
has done the heavy lifting, God Himself has broken the back of Satan and evil; God Himself has taken on the heavy yoke; 
God Himself has dirtied and bloodied Himself in His work.   
 

Scriptures:  Ecclesiastes 2.16ff, 4.4-8; 5.8-11; Psalm 127.1-2, Matthew 11.28-30, Hebrews 4.10 

 

VI. WORK AS DISCIPLESHIP—Our work goes hand and hand with our discipleship. Our performance and attitude in our work 

reflects our performance and attitude toward Jesus Himself.   

 

Scriptures:  Ephesians 6.5-9; Colossians 3.17-24 


