
Luke 16:19-31 

 

1. In college there were always “compare and contrast” questions.  So… in honor of 

the good ol days, compare and contrast the earthly existence of the two men 

introduced in this story.  

2. Although it the story doesn’t say explicitly what was the chief concern or the 

world view of the rich man?  How does his interaction or the lack thereof w/ 

Lazarus speak to the condition of his heart toward God and his fellow man?  

3. The name Lazarus is a derivative of the Hebrew name Eliazer which means “God 

has helped.”  If you only look at our existence in this life there seems to be a bit of 

irony.  But, the story isn’t finished!  

4. Read verses 22-31 and make a list of everything you hear Jesus saying about 

heaven and hell.  For example, verse 22 indicates that after death there is no such 

thing as “soul sleep” but we are completely conscience and either in a place of 

great comfort or a place of great anguish.  

5. As you look at your list, do you see God’s mercy, his justice or both? How is 

Jesus’ teaching us now about our everlasting existence an act of mercy?  

6. What do you see in the words of the rich man as he is in torment that reveals the 

condition of his heart?  (clue… what is his attitude toward Lazarus?)    
7. Abraham is neither antagonistic nor pious towards the former rich man but he is direct.  

What does that tell you about God’s attitude towards the sinners who never repent?  
8. In light of this parable are you certain of your eternal destination?  Is your trust in Christ 

Jesus?  Are there others with whom you need to be sharing the gospel so they have the 
opportunity to repent?  
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