
Luke 7:36-50 

 

36 One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee’s house and 

took his place at the table.  

 

37 And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she learned that he was 

reclining at table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of perfume, 38 and 

standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears 

and wiped them with her hair and kissed his feet and anointed them with the perfume.  

 

39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, "If this 

man were a prophet, he would have known who and what sort of woman this is who is 

touching him, for she is a sinner."  40 And Jesus answering said to him, "Simon, I have 

something to say to you." And he answered, "Say it, Teacher." 

 

41 ―A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and 

the other fifty. 42 When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both.  

 

Now which of them will love him more?‖  43 Simon answered, "The one, I suppose, for 

whom he cancelled the larger debt." And he said to him, "You have judged rightly."  

 

44 Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I entered 

your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and 

wiped them with her hair. 45 You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not 

ceased to kiss my feet. 46 You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my 

feet with ointment. 47Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—

therefore* she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little."  

 
48 And he said to her, "Your sins are forgiven." 49 Then those who were at table with him began 

to say among themselves, "Who is this, who even forgives sins?" 50And he said to the 

woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace.‖ 

 

 

* may be translated ―for‖ or ―therefore‖.  Most translations choose ―for‖ (KJ, NKJ, NASB, ESV).  The NIV chooses ―therefore‖.  

In favor of the second is the plain meaning of the parable itself, the second half of vs. 47 (―he who is forgiven little, loves little‖), 

and the confirmation of vs. 50 that faith, and not love, is the precedent for forgiveness. 

 



Luke 7:36-50 

 

Story Structure – The story of the sinful woman at the banquet has a simple symmetrical 

structure, reminiscent of many longer parables, which is most likely a product of oral tradition.  

This is strong evidence that the story circulated in its current form prior to being written down. 

 

Historical Context – In first century Palestine, a feast was usually a public event.  Everyone 

would be aware of the event, and many would attend who were not actually invited.  The (often 

poorer) spectators enjoyed the party at a remove, while being exposed to the better manners, 

refined intellect, and higher morals of the host and invited guests. 

1) An echo of this older tradition exists in the elevated table at a formal wedding reception. 

2) Just as today, omitting certain hospitality rituals could cause great offense. 
 
 

Shocking Behavior – Before any words have been spoken, each of the three main characters 

engage in what would be considered offensive or shocking behavior. 

1) Woman: 

2) Jesus: 

3) Simon: 

 

Simon’s logic – Simon believes both that a prophet can see a person’s character, and that 

people of inferior character should be rejected.  Two assumptions can be drawn: 

1)  

2)  

 

The Play within a Play – The parable itself is very simple, but could be misinterpreted if 

emphasis were placed on the idea of various levels of debt (as if it were possible to owe little 

enough that perhaps you could pay it yourself).  What do the two debtors have in common? 

1)  

2)  

3)  

 

Simon and The Woman – While both believe in God, and have enough interest in Jesus to 

seek him out, the differences between their approaches are significant. 

1) Simon is ___________, the woman is ____________. 

2) Simon maintains _____________, the woman is _____________. 

3) Simon ___________ in God, the woman ____________ him. 

4) Simon is _____________, the woman is ____________. 

 

 

 



The Key Difference – between Simon and the woman is not their level of sinfulness.  The 

difference in their awareness of sin is at the root of their very different responses to God.  The 

woman has a profound understanding not only of the severity of her sin, but the tremendous 

cost born by God to forgive that debt.  Her response is a mixture of genuine repentance and 

great joy. 

 

 

Who are you? – Most Christians would identify the woman as the true Christian and Simon as 

an unbeliever (which he was not).  Ironically, most non-Christians would identify Simon as the 

Christian type with which they are most familiar. 

 

Signs that we are like the woman 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Signs that we are like Simon 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

What Does Jesus Do? - For Jesus to initially accept the woman’s affections was unseemly.  

To commend them was unthinkable, and to compare them favorably with Simon’s actions was 

scandalous.  The rebuke that Jesus gives to Simon is fair (note the careful word choice) and 

direct, and is rooted in his love for Simon.  In a stunning reversal, the great and unrepentant 

sinner in the house turns out to be Simon, not the outcast woman. 

 

 

Jesus stakes a claim – In his passive acceptance of the woman’s attentions, his comparison 

of the woman with Simon, and the parable itself, Jesus makes several striking claims: 

1)  

2)  

3)  

4)  

Anyone who makes such claims cannot be considered merely a good teacher, a moral 

example, or a wise philosopher.  He is either a rude and delusional man, or God in the flesh; 

able to forgive our sins, and worthy of our worship. 


