
 

 

“If all we are depending on to help us overcome Satan are our own right beliefs and behaviors, then we are in grave 

danger.”  (B. Chapell) 

 

“In the Lord” refers to our union with Jesus and “power” refers back to Eph. 1.19-20 and 2.5-6 which is God‟s 

resurrection power, the divine power that makes the dead live and reign. 

 

“Clothing is always a metaphor for character, commitment, and enduement for the task (Alec Motyer, Isaiah, 491).” 

 

Evil is transcendent:  it goes beyond the human, the scientific, the analyzable—something there that is cosmic and 

transcendent.  Until 200 yrs ago, nearly everyone believed in devils and in personal sin until the mainstream thought 

in the mid-20th century came to be that evil came to be regarded as the product of poisonous education, institutions, 

psychological, parenting, etc, i.e. we only wrestle with flesh and blood—we can fix and control it!  We can deal with 

and eradicate evil!  We have thrown away our intellectual resources for dealing with evil.  We‟ve gotten rid of any 

transcendent idea of sin and we don‟t know what to do with sin and evil.  Officer Starling:  What made you like this?   

Nothing has happened to me O.S., I happened.  Nothing has happened to me.  You can‟t reduce me to a set of 

influences.  You‟ve given up good and evil for behaviorism O.S. You‟ve got everybody in moral dignity pants; 

nothing is ever anybody‟s fault.  Look at me O.S., can you stand to say I‟m evil?”  This the epitome of modern 

horror, the dilemma of knowing we cannot answer the monster‟s question.  You can disagree but don‟t sneer.  What 

do YOU say to the monster?   The Bible has a paradigm that accounts for rivers of blood and Hannibal Lecter.  

People have done things you can‟t believe or you have done things you could have never imagined.  You‟re 

astounded b/c you think you‟re just wrestling with flesh and blood.   

 

Complexity of Evil:  Doesn‟t just make good/bad in easy categories.  Evil never comes pure and open and obvious 

and simple.  It‟s always complicated, intertwined with good, and subtle.  You put on the armor but end up 

wrestling—it comes up on you and surprises you.  The evil that will most destroy your soul you will never wake up 

to or you will only wake up to it at the last moment.  Take a look at your heart and be ruthless.  Evil is attached to 

good things.  Nobody quite knows what v. 12 really means.  Is this talking about real people, rulers, and institutions 

that act in a demonic way.  Ambiguity is good.  Evil forces are attracted to good things so the higher you go the 

more the attacks come.  The Devil will not come and say, let‟s bilk the poor, but he will use those desires and keep 

you from asking the right questions.  He will turn your desire for recognition or romance or influence and make 

them rulers over you.  The more successful you are, the more likely you are to be under Satan‟s control.  C.S. 

Lewis:  Two equal errors, won‟t take him seriously or unhealthy interest in him.  Conservative and Liberal 

approaches—libs won‟t even acknowledge the supernatural and cons say everything is the devil.  You need armor 

(Devil is real) but you have to do the fighting (can‟t just say the Devil made me do it).  Bible has only real and non-

simplistic view of evil.   

 

First:  Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His mighty power. 

Second:  Put on the armor and stand.  Therefore, live humbly b/c of what He has done for you and live confidently 

b/c of what you are in Him.  Don‟t be strong in Satan‟s strength but be strong in Jesus‟ strength who won by losing 

who won through weakness.  Satan says you life for me but Jesus says my life for you.  Spiritual battle means to look 

at things that are becoming your rulers and say you are not my life, my righteousness, my honor, etc.  We take up 

our armor when we preach the Gospel to ourselves, when we worship, when we come to the Lord‟s Table.  We do 

battle when we “take up” His salvation deep into our hearts when we think of the place that Satan really has control 

and take up the righteousness we already have.  Spiritual battle means we have weapons and armor but we don‟t use 

it.  The battle is to use it, to “take it up.” 



 

Do we think we are too weak, too stupid, too evil, too incapable, too failed to overcome?  “Be strong in the Lord 

and in His mighty power.”   

 

Where do we think all this evil in our world comes from?  What is its root, what is driving it?  Decadence, racism, 

poverty, orphanages, promiscuity, materialism, tyrants, etc.   

 

“I am no genius at mathematics, but even with my limited capabilities I could be terrific at math if I worked on it for 

100 years.  If I labored at it for 1,000 years and read all the learned theories, I would be a Newton or an Einstein.  

Or what if I had 10,000 years?  Given that time, any of us could become the world‟s greatest philosopher or 

psychologist or theologian or linguist…Satan has had multiple millennia to study and master the human disciplines 

and when it comes to human subversion, he is the ultimate manipulator.”  (Kent Hughes) 

 

The actions of putting on the armor are described in the aorist, b/c they are past actions that God has done.  He is 

the One who has supplied righteousness, truth, faith, salvation, etc. 

 

Satan‟s approach is always to insinuate that God is not good, and that he is not for us.   

 

The Christian life includes the grim necessity of battle, of wrestling, of hand to hand combat.   

 

Illustration of LBJ‟s bombing halt‟s in Vietnam War.  He thought he could barter with Ho, make deals with him, 

negotiate with him, reason with him, call a truce with him.  But on principle Ho would have none of this—his only 

means was war, violence, and damage.  The bombing halts only served to empower, encourage, and educate him.  

We were fighting a limited war by standards of civility, none of which were recognized by our enemy.  Their 

character was massacre, torture, use of civilians, etc.  They did not attack in the open but in the darkness; they do 

not risk open battle but only guerilla warfare, never man to man but always taking cheap shots, never engaging in 

actual battle but seeking victory through psychological warfare.   

 

The demonic forces arrayed against us are: 

1. Powerful—called „rulers,‟ „authorities,‟ and „cosmic powers.‟   

2. Wicked—Paul uses the word „present darkness‟ and „evil.‟ 

3. Cunning—Paul tells us to beware the „wiles‟ or „schemes‟ of Satan, also see II Cor. 2.11.  “Strategies” may 

be the best translation and in keeping with the military theme 

 

By default, the nature of spiritual warfare defines Christianity as Gospel, not as religion; in fact, over and against 

religion.  If we regard our faith as basically a moral teaching that will improve us and improve the world, then we 

have missed it entirely and it will prove as useless as every other method of reform we may try.  Dr. Lloyd Jones:  “I 

answer that what is needed is not what I think about sex, but a power that will deliver a man from being mastered 

and controlled by it.  There is ample knowledge about sex…It is not knowledge we need; it is power.  And that is 

where your moral ethical systems break down and fail completely.  They have no power to offer (Christian Warfare, 

34).”   

 

If we say, c‟mon let‟s be realistic; you don‟t really believe in this devil fellow do you.  Such a person could not really 

exist, then you may be the one truly failing to be a realist—look at the world! 

 



Devil is superhuman but not divine, ancient but not eternal, powerful but not omnipotent, spiritual but not 

omnipresent.  He is an adversary, an accuser, a tempter, a deceiver, a liar, a manipulator, a destroyer.  His greatest joy 

is to destroy or spoil any work of God.   

 

Issues or misperceptions: 

1. Don‟t take spiritual reality seriously—material universe 

2. Satan is really a relic, a personification of negativity or evil but he is personal, just as God is personal, he 

is part of the other side of spiritual reality.  If we believe in a good spiritual being, namely God why do 

we have trouble believing that He has an enemy?  Satan is clever when he “persuades people that there 

is no devil.  Concealment is the whole art of angling.  One of the first rules in fishing is to keep yourself 

out of sight, to camouflage yourself…and the devil is a master at this (Jones, 106).” 

3. Spiritual warfare is open war; I will know it and it will be fiercely evident—Sometimes this is true (I 

Peter 5.8), but the devil is often subtle, like a trapper catching his prey, never venturing into the open 

but laying traps in a hidden way.  The mature are aware of the dangers lurking.  Only children are not 

aware of the hidden dangers in the world.  My 2 yr old can run into the street without thinking b/c he 

does not recognize that there is danger there.  We are like unwise children if we do not look for and 

believe that there is danger.  To Eve, Satan comes as an enticer, a plausible and reasonable voice to 

insinuate a dangerous fallacy. 

4. See Christianity as religion rather than Gospel—we need power and Gospel brings it.  We think we can 

reform, we can protect, we can convert, we can convince but Satan and his power are real—He blinds 

5. Believe that the holier we get the more protected we are—but Satan‟s fiercest and boldest attacks were 

against Jesus Himself.  Never was the reality of spiritual warfare more recognizable, intense, or 

prevalent than when the Son of God walked the earth.  The greater we approximate the character of 

Jesus, the more we can expect Satan to attack.   

6. Becoming a Christian brings ease and allows us to Let go and Let God but Paul says we wrestle, we 

battle, we fight, and we defend. 

 

“Therefore, above everything else his supreme ambition is to separate man from God, and to do everything that lies 

within his power to hinder man from worshipping God, obeying God, and living to the glory of God.”  (Jones, 80) 

 

Satan‟s 5 tools according to Richard Lovelace: 

1. Deception—Acts 5 

2. Temptation—Rev. 12.9 

a. Blindness to truth—2 Cor. 4.4 

b. Inspire Darkness—I Jn. 4.1-3 

3. Accusation—Rev. 12.10 

4. Possession—Luke 8.26-33 

5. Physical Attach—Luke 13.16, John 8.44, Rev. 9.11 

 

His strategies or schemes here include inspiring doubts, fear, discouragement, depression, evil thoughts, irrationality, 

pride, over-sensitivity, complacency, and by pointing to the past. 


