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 Matthew 10:34-39:  “Do not think that I have come to 
bring peace to the earth.  I have not come to bring peace, but 
a sword.  For I have come to set a man against his father, and 
a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against 
her mother-in-law.  And a person’s enemies will be those of 
his household.  Whoever loves father or mother more than me is 
not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than 
me is not worthy of me.  And whoever does not take his cross 
and follow me is not worthy of me.  Whoever finds his life 
will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find 
it. ” 
 

I. A divisive, instigating Jesus who intends to disturb the 
peace (Matthew 10:34) 
 
 A.  Jesus wouldn’t win an American election with this talk (also 
Matt. 12:46-50)! How do you  think the disciples responded when 
they heard Jesus say this to them? 
 
 
 B.  How do we respond to Matthew 10:34 with regard to John 14:27? 
 
 
 C.  Why don’t we use this verse to describe to unbelievers the 
ministry of Jesus? 
 How might it be misunderstood?  How might we risk diluting or 
misrepresenting its  message by trying to explain it to others?  
Describe why we shirk from divisiveness. 
 
 
II. Is blood thicker than water? Jesus doesn’t “put family 
first. ” (Matt. 10:35-39) 
 
 Some assured consequences of being a disciple of Jesus: 
 
 A.  Division – Matthew 10:35-36.  The verb “set a man against ” 
in Greek means to literally and  completely divide in two separate 
pieces something that was together.   How do we live out my  faith 
around family?  How do we respond (or not) to a critical comment about 
the faith from a  family member?  Why? Has our decision to follow 
Jesus already cost us family relationships?   What are the possible 
standards to use for how to deal with possible family division (Matt. 
5:39,  Matt. 7:6, 1 Peter 3:13-16)? 
 
 B.  Disruption of love for family -- Matthew 10:37.  Jesus knows 
family is important; he created  it (Gen. 2:23-25). Describe what Jesus 
means when he says if you love others more than him,  you’re “not 
worthy ” of him?  Do I love Jesus more than I love family?  Is my 
identity found  in being a child, or a parent?  How does my affection 
for Jesus compare with family?  How  would practicing this more fully 
disrupt my family for the short term/long term? How might  we try to 



rationalize this verse to make it sound more accommodating to our 
lives? 
 
“ When I have learned to love God better than my earthly dearest, 
I shall love my earthly dearest better than I do now.  In so far 
as I learn to love my earthly dearest at the expense of God and 
instead of God, I shall be moving towards the state in which I 
shall not love my earthly dearest at all.  When first things are 
put first, second things are not suppressed but increased. ” –
C.S. Lewis, Letters of C.S. Lewis 
 C.  Disruption of self-interest– Matthew 10:38-39.  Our “crosses 
to bear ” are NOT  individual  afflictions we experience 
(physical ailments, challenging children, difficult boss at work, 
etc.).   That tragically trivializes what Jesus endured for our 
sins!  Christians all have the same cross to  bear: what is it?   
 
 
“ In the Roman world, the person who picked up the cross and 
lugged it to the place of execution had come to the end of hope.  
Only death was left.  It was futile to plot new schemes larded 
with self-interest.  And that is what Jesus means: he is talking 
about … death to self-interest, and a new and principled 
commitment to himself. ” –D.A. Carson 
 
 
 Matthew 10:34-38 builds toward the premise stated in Matthew 
10:39.  Describe what Jesus  means when he says whoever finds his 
life will lose it?  What does this tell us about how the  Lord made 
us to be? 
 
 
 Why does Jesus specify that we must lose our lives “for his 
sake ”?  How does this extend to  everyday life in challenging 
your idea of being Jesus’ disciple?  How does it also encourage  you 
as Jesus’ disciple? 
 
 
How does Jesus assist us in suffering for his sake?   
 
 1. 
 2.   

 
 
 
“ Has the Lord ever asked you, ‘Will you lay down your life for 
my sake?’  It is far easier to die than to lay down the life day 
in and day out with the sense of the high calling.  If I am a 
friend of Jesus, I have to deliberately and carefully lay down my 
life for him.  It is difficult, and thank God it is 
difficult…Jesus does not ask me to die for Him, but to lay down 
my life for him.”   –Oswald Chambers, My Utmost For His Highest 
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