
REVIEW FROM LAST WEEK—WORK AS WORSHIP 

 

The two primary reasons that we work are to: 1) Glorify God; 2) Love others by offering value (Matt. 22.36-40) 

 

In God‟s economy there is NO such thing as a division between the sacred and the secular.  No lawful work 

has a spiritual upper-hand over any other lawful work (Col. 3.17-24).  The pyramid of spiritual work with 

missionaries and pastors on top is an unbiblical division.  As long as we maintain this dichotomy, at least four 

things will be true: 

 

1. Faith and life will not intersect and integrate; rather faith will remain some separate realm of 

“values” and emotions instead of the context from which we live all of life 

2. Christians will withdraw from the market place or operate in the market place with a purely secular 

and unconsecrated view of their job. 

3. Christians will have a withered work ethic that will not image their Working Creator, not honor 

Him, and not serve the world 

4. Christians will be frustrated with their faith from Monday-Saturday—drained of meaning 

 

Principles for meditation to consecrate your work: 

 

All lawful work is Holy—milkmaid and missionary are on equal footing and their work is equally dignifying 

All lawful work is holy ground—must be entered in faith, consecration and as in the presence of God 

All lawful work is God’s plan—uses work to sanctify you, bless the world, and bring Himself glory 

All lawful work is opportunity—to obey the two great commandments 

 

Primary Ways that our work reflects our Worker God (Gen. 2.2, Psalm 8.3, 19.1, Jn. 5.17): 

 

1. Vision—God envisions and plans His creation then executes on that vision 

2. Order—God separates night and day, land and water, etc. to bring wonderful order 

3. Creativity—Creation is varied and wonderful not dry and drab.  This is the basis for our creativity. 

4. Excellence—Everything God makes is called good. Hard work done well reflects God‟s work. 

5. Beauty—God is an artist and the universe His canvas.  The beauty we draw out reflects this. 

6. Value—We offer something of value to employers, clients, customers we are like God 

7. Character—His work reflects His character and our work should reflect His goodness and mercy. 

8. Purpose—God‟s work has purpose and meaning.  We labor under this  

 
WINTER 2011:  GOD AT WORK 

WORK AS CALLING: SO MUCH MORE THAN A JOB 

 
TWO KINDS OF CALLING—GENERAL AND SPECIFIC 
 

1. General—Being a Christian is itself a calling, in fact your primary calling, the matrix by which all other 
callings are interpreted and judged.  What does it mean to be called to Christ?  When the word „called‟ 
or „calling‟ is used in Scripture this is the primary use.  Faith is always the response to God‟s call, never 
the other way around (Romans 8.28-30, II Thess. 2.13-14).  To call someone literally means to address 
that person in human language, to be addressed personally by the Word of God.  “The sheep hear His 
voice, and He calls His own sheep by name….My sheep listen to my voice (John 10.3, 27).”  To call is 



to name, and to name means to call into being or to make.  God calls us not with an inner voice but He 
addresses us personally by His Gospel Word in the power of His Spirit (I Thess. 2.13). Every Christian 
is called to: 

a. A Heavenly Calling (Hebrews 3.1) 
b. A Holy Calling (II Tim. 1.9) 
c. An eternal Calling (I Tim. 6.12) 
d. Freedom (Galatians 5.13) 
e. Hope (Ephesians 1.18) 
f. A life worthy of the Gospel (Ephesians 4.1) 
g. Suffering (I Peter 2.18-23) 
h. God‟s Marvelous Light (I Peter 2.9-10) 

 
2. Particular—In addition to our general calling to be „in Christ‟ and to live a life worthy of the Gospel, 

God calls us to specific places and tasks in life.  He calls us to bring our General Calling to bear in the 
here and now and in everyday life.   Who is “called?”  Same pyramid!  Only pastors and missionaries 
have a sense that they work from God‟s calling on their life; only they have the sense that they work 
with His blessing and His purposes in mind.  Acts 13.2 says, “While they were worshipping the Lord 
and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, „Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called 
them.‟”  Later Luke comments that “God called Paul to preach the Gospel (Acts 16.10).  But isn‟t this 
the problem.  Pastors and missionaries are called which is why their vocation is spiritual.  But ordinary 
people on the bottom of God‟s pyramid and are only there to evangelize, support their families, and 
support missionaries/pastors. 
 

a. Exodus 31.1-6:  he LORD said to Moses, 2 "See, I have called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, 
son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah,  3 and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with ability and 
intelligence, with knowledge and all craftsmanship, 4 to devise artistic designs, to work in gold, 
silver, and bronze, 5 in cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, to work in every craft.  6 
And behold, I have appointed with him Oholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. And 
I have given to all able men ability, that they may make all that I have commanded you. 

 
b. I Corinthians 7.17-24:  Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and 

to which God has called him. This is my rule in all the churches.18 Was anyone at the time of his 
call already circumcised? Let him not seek to remove the marks of circumcision. Was anyone at 
the time of his call uncircumcised? Let him not seek circumcision. 19 For neither circumcision 
counts for anything nor uncircumcision, but keeping the commandments of God. 20 Each one 
should remain in the condition in which he was called. 21 Were you a slave when called? Do not 
be concerned about it. (But if you can gain your freedom, avail yourself of the opportunity.)  22 
For he who was called in the Lord as a slave is a freedman of the Lord. Likewise he who was free 
when called is a slave of Christ. 23 You were bought with a price; do not become slaves of men. 24 
So, brothers, in whatever condition each was called, there let him remain with God. 

 

c. Luke 3.12-14:  Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, "Teacher, what shall we 
do?"And he said to them, "Collect no more than you are authorized to do." Soldiers also asked 
him, "And we, what shall we do?" And he said to them, "Do not extort money from anyone by 
threats or by false accusation, and be content with your wages." 

 
d. I Thessalonians 4.9-12:  Now concerning brotherly love you have no need for anyone to write 

to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love one another, 10 for that indeed is 
what you are doing to all the brothers throughout Macedonia. But we urge you, brothers, to do 
this more and more,11 and to aspire to live quietly, and to mind your own affairs, and to work 
with your hands, as we instructed you,12 so that you may walk properly before outsiders and be 
dependent on no one. 



CALLING—DO YOU CHOOSE IT OR DOES IT CHOOSE YOU? 
 
EPC Book of Church Order on Pastoral Calling:  It is God through the Holy Spirit who calls persons to 
office in the Church. This call is confirmed in three ways: first, the inward call to the individual where that 
person bears testimony that God has called him or her; second, a confirming call of a particular church, or 
other appropriate agency to that person to fill that office; third, the approval of that call by an appropriate 
court of the Church. 
 
Can you really be anything you want to be?  How is a person “called?”  Discerning your calling (NAGS):   
 

1. Need—Is there a need in the world to be filled?   Are we of service to neighbor and world? 
2. Aptitude—Do you have the abilities to qualify?  Are your gifts being maximized? 
3. Gifting—How has God made you and what desires has He given you that fit here? 
4. Success—Success (not necessarily financial) is a sign that you are in the proper calling 

 
Your calling is the “place where your deep gladness and the world‟s deep need meet.”  (Fredrick Buechner) 
The process is usually not mystical; don‟t get caught up seeking “the one!” 
 
Why are demand and money not chief criteria?  “According to surveys in recent years, the prospect of high 
salaries is a leading factor in the choices today‟s college students make regarding academic majors and careers.  
Salary considerations often take precedence over a student‟s aptitude and interests, and not infrequently parents 
pressure their children in this direction.  One observer of the current scene writes that by the 70‟s students had 
become careerists whose life decisions were determined not out of a sense of vocation, but in terms of career.  
Thus, Os Guiness says that in the last 2 generations our economy has transformed from a calling economy to a commercial one.  
 
Russell Barta has commented on this saying, “What if, instead of using career as our organizing model of work 
life we used vocation?  A vocation demands that we search out our unique gifts, it demands self-knowledge 
and, at the same time, calls for an effort to convert our gifts into a service for others, for the community.”   
 
CALLING UNMASKS GOD 

 

Vocation is what Luther called the “Mask of God.”  God hides Himself in the workplace, the family, and the 
church.  We think of God in mystical, mysterious terms, as an otherworldly magical power, not Someone so 
close to home.  We do not think of God as working in such ordinary ways, through such ordinary people and 
by such ordinary means.  “To realize that the mundane activities that take up most of our lives—going to work, 
taking the kids to soccer practice, picking up a few things at the store, going to church—are hiding places for 
God can be a revelation in itself.  Most people seek God in mystical experiences or spectacular miracles.  To 
find Him in vocation brings Him literally, down to earth, makes us see how close He really is to us, and 
transfigures everyday life.” 
 
Instead, we must think in terms like: God healed me through the medical staff, God fed me through the farmer 
and grocer, God spoke to me through the pastor, God protected me through the officer, judge, lawyer; God 
cared for me through my parents; God provided for me through my broker; God gave me pleasure through the 
musician or winemaker, etc.  If we begin to think that way about the vocation of others, we will think that way 
about our own vocation.  God is using me to feed, heal, restore, care, etc. 
 
 “For Luther, vocation is not so much a matter of what we do; rather, it is a matter of what God does in and 
through us…When we pray the Lord‟s prayer, observed Luther, we ask God to give us this day our daily bread.  
And He does give us our daily bread.  He does it by means of the farmer who planted and harvested the grain, 
the baker who made the flour into bread, the person who prepared our meal.  We might today add the truck 
drivers who hauled the produce, the factory workers in the food processing plant, the warehouse men….All of 
these were instrumental in enabling you to eat your morning bagel” (G.E. Veith).  Thus, Luther:  “God milks 



the cow through the work of the milkmaid.”  God is not simply present with you in work; His is at work 
through you in your work.  This transforms the ordinary and mundane. 
 

CALLING BRINGS FOCUS 

 

John Calvin compared our calling to a watchman or a sentry that keeps a person from being distracted from his 

or her main business in life.  Thus we can say „no‟ to genuine opportunities with a clear conscience.  Your 

calling gives legs and specificity to God‟s commands to love and show mercy, i.e. we cannot love and serve the 

mass of humanity but we can serve our spouse, our children, our co-workers, our church, etc.  Calling gives 

definite banks to the river of our resources, both emotional, time, financial, and abilities—it channels and 

directs them where to flow and go.  When Jesus tells me to love my neighbor, I can answer that everyone is my 

neighbor (which is true on one level) and then either suffer from a massive guilt complex or ignore all 

neighbors.  Or I can look at the specific neighbors I know that God has called me to serve (next door, children, 

spouse, co-workers, etc.) all the while remaining open to new callings that God will bring if He supplies.  Ex. 

Mother, baby, spiritual work; Provision over fulfillment; Neighborhood Above space.  A clear 

understanding of our calling tells us why all good ideas are not good ideas for us, freeing us to say „no.‟ 

 

We can also see our see more clearly through the lens of vocation.  Luther‟s short confession:  “In particular I 

confess to you that I have not faithfully cared for my child, the members of my household, my spouse to the 

glory of God.  I have cursed, set a bad example with indecent words and deeds, done harm to my neighbors, 

spoken evil of them, overcharged them, and sold them inferior goods and shortchanged them.”  Ex. 3.30 am 

Wakeup. 

 

CALLING OFFERS MOTIVATION  

 

Luther:  If you ask an insignificant maidservant why she scours a dish or milks the cow she can say, „I know 

that the thing I do pleases God, for I have God‟s work and commandment...‟  God does not look at the 

insignificance of the acts but at the heart that serves Him in such little things.   

 

John Cotton:  “We live by faith in our vocations…A man therefore…doth his work sincerely as in God‟s 

presence, and as one that hath a heavenly business in hand, and therefore comfortably knowing God approves 

of his way and work.” Romans 14.23 confirms that anything not done in faith is sin.  We are so influenced by 

the materialist worldview and the Western idea of efficiency and impact that we cannot see how God could be 

at work in such menial things that we are involved in on a daily basis.  Thus, we hurry through them, 

sometimes sloppily but usually without consecration and without faith that a loving God has called us to these 

specific moments, and by doing so we strip our lives of the robust meaning and motivation that God offers 

through our numerous vocations.  When you have been called to a specific task, reliance on God’s providence replaces self-

reliance in the work place.  (Psalm 90.17, 127.1-2) 

 

John Cotton:  “Faith encourageth a man in his calling to the most homely and difficult things…If faith 

apprehend this or that to be the way of my calling, it encourages me to it, though it be never so homey and 

difficult.  Such homely employments a carnal heart knows not how to submit unto; but now faith having put us 

into a calling, if it require some homely employment, it encourageth us to it.” 

 

CAN A CHRISTIAN BE A NAVY SEAL?  (Matthew 5.39, 44; Romans 12.14-21) 


