
ARGUING WITH JESUS 

WEEK 5:  WHEN JESUS CALLS YOU “FOOL” 

 

LUKE 12.13-34:  13 Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me." 
14 But he said to him, "Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?"  15 And he said to them, "Take care, and 

be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions."  16 

And he told them a parable, saying, "The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, 

'What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?' 18 And he said, 'I will do this: I will tear down my barns and 

build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample 

goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.' 20 But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul is 

required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?' 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for 

himself and is not rich toward God."   

 
22 And he said to his disciples, "Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat, nor about 

your body, what you will put on.  23 For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing.  24 Consider the 

ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much 

more value are you than the birds!  25 And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life?  
26 If then you are not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest?  27 Consider the lilies, 

how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of 

these.  28 But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, 

how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 29 And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to 

drink, nor be worried.  30 For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows that you 

need them. 31 Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you. 32 "Fear not, little flock, for it is your 

Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.  33 Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves 

with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches 

and no moth destroys.  34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

 

Argument:  Jesus is teaching before literally thousands of people (12.1), and one man pushes his way to the front 

and interrupts Jesus teaching to ask about something evidently more important than what Jesus was saying.  What is 

the situation here?  How does Jesus answer the question?  Hint:  This guy isn‟t getting his inheritance any time soon! 

 

I. OUTWARD SIGNS OF MONEY SICKNESS 

 

What do we see in this passage as the symptoms that we have put hope in possessions and money? 

 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

 

II. INWARD SIGNS OF MONEY SICKNESS 

 

What is it that money/wealth gets us?  What do we really want it to buy for us?   

 

 



1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

"Ill With Want" 

 

I am sick with wanting 

And it's evil and it's daunting 

How I let everything I cherish lay to waste 

I am lost in greed this time, it's definitely me 

I point fingers but there's no one there to 

blame 

 

I need for something 

Now let me break it down again 

I need for something  

But not more medicine 

 

I am sick with wanting  

And it's evil how it's got me 

And everyday is worse than the one before 

The more I have the more I think: 

I'm almost where I need to be 

If only I could get a little more 

 

Temporary is my time 

Ain't nothin on this world that's mine 

Except the will I found to carry on 

Free is not your right to choose 

It's answering what's asked of you 

To give the love you find until it's gone 

 

Something has me (Something has me) 

Oh something has me (Something has me) 

Acting like someone I don't wanna be 

Something has me (Something has me) 

Oh something has me (Something has me) 

Acting like someone I know isn't me 

Ill with want and poisoned by this ugly greed 

Ill with want and poisoned by this ugly greed 

 

 

III. TRUE WEALTH AND REAL PROVISION 

 

We often focus on the negative teaching about money (we say, „don‟t love money‟ but then don‟t get us anything 

better to replace it) but I want to look at the positive side which I think Jesus focuses on most.  He concludes in v. 

21 with “so it will be with one who lays up treasure for himself but is not rich toward God.”  How do we become rich 

toward God?  Jesus actually wants you to be wealthy toward God, not impoverished.  How? 

 

1. Father—A good father not only provides the basics but gives a sense of home, of security, of togetherness, 

of purpose, or safety, of validation.  When we look to money for those things, we are declaring ourselves 

orphans from God.  The word “fool” is same as Psalm 14.1—atheism.   

2. Planning—What are my goals and purposes for saving, retiring, investing?  Am I putting as much thought 

and effort into my relationship with God as I do toward money/estate/etc?  This requires budgeting, 

regular giving, a plan for paying off debt, accountability, aligning of goals. 

3. “Your Father knows.”—we worry b/c we think we know; we think we should be sovereign.  God doesn‟t 

invalidate your very real needs—He knows and He will provide. 

4. Focus on your own heart and habits, not the “rich people” around you.   

5. Give—Jesus says that the way to seek the kingdom is to sell what you have and give to the needy.  This 

releases us from bondage.  EX. Opportunity International.  www.opportunity.org  

6. Cultivate a lifestyle of generosity 

7. Pray for “power” it takes to enjoy life—Ecclesiastes 5.18-20 

8. Dwell on God as the ultimate giver—“Fear not little flock, for it is your Father‟s good pleasure to give you 

the Kingdom.”   

http://www.opportunity.org/

